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Pocket-sized, simple and easy to consult, the book is dedi-
cated to the operators of the Civil Protection system of 
different countries they work together in the field. The 
number of terms is intentionally limited and the images 
are aimed at facilitating a common understanding betwe-
en the actors of all the countries involved (each term is 
therefore translated into six languages). In order to allow 
easy identification of the area of interest, each topic is 
marked with the same color in both the index and at the 
edge of each page of the manual. In addition to the speci-
fic terms for fighting forest fires, there are also two special 
sections dedicated to logistics and first aid, such as as 
well as two appendices (in English only) relating to 
air-to-ground communications and wind speed.

Tascabile, semplice e di facile consultazione, il libro è dedicato agli 
operatori del sistema di Protezione Civile di diversi paesi che 
lavorano insieme sul campo. Il numero di termini è intenzional-
mente limitato e le immagini sono  finalizzate a facilitare una 
comprensione comune tra gli attori di tutti i paesi coinvolti (ogni 
termine è quindi tradotto in sei le lingue). Al fine di consentire una 
facile identificazione dell'area di interesse, ogni argomento è 
contrassegnato dallo stesso colore sia in l'indice e sul bordo di 
ogni pagina del manuale. 
Oltre ai termini specifici per la lotta agli incendi boschivi, ci sono 
anche due sezioni speciali dedicate alla logistica e al pronto 
soccorso, oltre a due appendici (solo in lingua inglese) relative a 
comunicazioni aria-terra e alla velocità del vento.
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FOREST FIRE FIGHTING TERMS HANDBOOK

The present handbook was conceived as part of the "3 Watch 
Out" Project, funded under the Interreg IPA CBC 
Italy-Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020 Program, which aims to 
strengthen cooperation with cross-border countries in the field 
of Civil Protection. 

The manual was published thanks to the collaboration with the 
Puglia Region Civil Protection Department.

Questo manuale è stato concepito nell'ambito del Progetto "3 
Watch Out", finanziato nell’ambito del Programma Interreg IPA 
CBC Italia- Albania-Montenegro 2014/2020, che mira a raffor-
zare la cooperazione con i paesi transfrontalieri nel campo 
della Protezione Civile. 

Il manuale è stato pubblicato grazie alla collaborazione con la 
Regione Puglia Sezione Protezione Civile.
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This project is co-financed by the European Union 
under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
(IPA II).

This handbook has been produced with the financial 
assistance of the Interreg IPA CBC Italy-Albania-
Montenegro Programme. The contents of this  
handbook are the sole responsibility of Puglia Region 
Civil - Protection Department and can under no 
circumstances be regarded as reflecting the position 
of the European Union and of the Interreg IPA CBC 
Italy-Albania-Montenegro Programme Authorities.

Questo progetto è cofinanziato dall’Unione Europea 
nell’ambito dello Strumento di assistenza preadesione 
(IPA II). 
Questo manuale è stato prodotto con l’assistenza 
finanziaria del Programma Interreg IPA CBC Italia-
Albania-Montenegro. I contenuti di questo manuale 
sono di esclusiva responsabilità della Regione Puglia 
Sezione Protezione Civile e in nessun caso possono 
essere considerati riflettenti la posizione dell’Unione 
Europea e delle Autorità del Programma Interreg IPA 
CBC Italia-Albania-Montenegro.



EUROPEAN CIVIL PROTECTION MECHANISM 
(EUCPM) AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

CECIS COMMON EMERGENCY COMUNICATION SISTEM

ECHO EUROPEAN CIVIL PROTECTION AND HUMANITARIAN AID 
OPERATION 

EERC EUROPEAN EMERGENCY RESPONSE CAPACITY
ERCC EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATION CENTER
EXCON EXERCISE CONDUCTING & CONTROL 
HNS HOST NATION SUPPORT
HNSG EU ECHO HOST NATION SUPPORT GUIDE 
LEMA LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGER AGENCY
LO LIASON OFFICER
MIC MONITORING AND INFORMATION CENTRE 
OSSOC ON-SITE OPERATION COORDINATION CENTRE 
SN SENDING NATION
EUCPM EU CIVIL PROTECTION MECHANISM 



CHAIN OF COMMAND: ICS STRUCTURE 

CPS CAMPBELL PREDICTION SYSTEM- ANALYSIS AND 
COMMUNICATION LANGUAGE

IAP INCIDENT ACTION PLAN 
ICS INCIDENT COMMAND SYSTEM

LACES - SAFETY 
PROTOCOL

Acronym for: L = Lookouts A = Awareness or 
Anchor Point C = Communication E = Escape 
route and plan S = Safe area
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88

APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from OPERATION ROOM 
to INCIDENT 
COMMANDER

INFO

• AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 
WAS ASSIGNED TO YOU.

• EXPECTED APPROACH 
TIME IS ... (EXAMPLE: 30 
MINUTES).

COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT COMMANDER 

to OPERATION ROOM

INFO

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 

IS ON THE TARGET, 
CONTACTED.

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 
LEAVES THE TARGET FOR 

REFUEL, CONFIRMED.

AIRCRAFT ... 
(EXAMPLE: CANADAIR 16) 

LEAVES THE AREA, 
MISSION FINISHED.
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COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT 
COMMANDER to AIRCRAFT

INFO

MY POSITION IS ...

TRAFFIC ON THE TARGET, AIR-
CRAFT ... (EXAMPLE: HELICOP-
TER I-ERIF).
UNKNOWN TRAFFIC ON THE
TARGET, AIRCRAFT TYPE AND
DIRECTION ... (EXAMPLE: HELI-
COPTER CROSSING SLOWLY
FROM EAST TO WEST).

REPORT FIRE SITUATION FROM
YOUR POINT OF VIEW.

REPORT YOUR ENDURANCE.

GROUND CREWS ARE WORKING:
• ON THE UPPER RIGHT FLANK.
• ON THE UPPER LEFT FLANK.
• ON THE LOWER RIGHT FLANK.
• ON THE LOWER LEFT FLANK.
• ON THE HEAD.
• ON THE HEAL.

AIR 
OBSTACLES 

AND
POWER
LINES

CAUTION, AIR OBSTACLE,
POWER LINE/HUNG CABLE
CROSSING ...
(EXAMPLE: FROM SOUTH TO
NORTH).

POWER LINES SWITCHED OFF,
NO LIMITATION FOR DROPPING.

APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications
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APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from INCIDENT 
COMMANDER to AIRCRAFT

APPROACH

IS IT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO
ATTACK:
• THE RIGHT FLANK?
• THE LEFT FLANK?
• THE HEAD?

OR, IN ALTERNATIVE:
• THE EASTERN PART?
• THE WESTERN PART?
• THE NORTHERN PART?
• THE SOUTHERN PART?

AREA IS CLEAR TO DROP, NO
PROBLEM FOR GROUND
CREWS.

DROP

DON’T DROP, GROUND CREW
CLOSED TO FIRE.

DROP IS GOOD.

DROP IS NOT GOOD:
• IT WAS IN THE BLACK.
• PUT FORWARD NEXT DROP.
• RETARD NEXT DROP.

• NO FOAM FOR THE NEXT DROP.
• MORE FOAM FOR THE NEXT 

DROP.
• LESS FOAM FOR THE NEXT 

DROP.
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APPENDIX I - FOREST FIRE FIGHTING AIR 
ATTACK: communications

COMMUNICATIONS 
from AIRCRAFT

to INCIDEN COMMANDER

INFO

WHICH IS THE TARGET?

OK, I COMPLY THE ATTACK
REQUESTED.
UNABLE TO COMPLY THE
ATTACK REQUESTED.

TOO MUCH WIND/TURBO-
LENCES, I LEAVE THE AREA.

THE AIRCRAFT HAS TROU-
BLES, I LEAVE THE AREA.
NEXT DROP WILL BE THE
LAST, I WILL LEAVE THE
AREA.
I'M GOING TO REFUEL, I
WILL BE BACK IN ... 
(EXAMPLE: 30 MINUTES).
LEAVING THE AREA AT
12.26, EXECUTED SEVEN
STANDARD DROPS AND
FIVE WITH FOAM.

SCOOPING
I'M GOING TO SCOOP, I
WILL BE BACK IN ... 
(EXAMPLE: 5 MINUTES).

DROP
APPROACHING FROM
SOUTH, 1-2 MINUTES TO
DROP.
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